
  

 
Relaxed Concert Experience Guide 

  

 
   

I will be attending the WSO Relaxed 

Matinee performance of 

Hétu and Franck 

on Friday, February 21, 2020 
 



Overview 
● The WSO Box Office will open at 9:30 AM. 

● The front doors will open at about 9:45 AM. 

● At 10:05 AM on the Piano Nobile level there will be a pre-concert chat with 

RBC Assistant Conductor Naomi Woo. She will talk about the music you are 

going to hear. I may choose to listen to the chat, or I may find my seat. 

● When I enter the auditorium to find my seat, some musicians will already be 

on stage playing their instruments. This is called a ‘warm-up’, and it helps 

them be ready to play the concert. 

● Before the concert begins, someone will give some important instructions 

from the speakers in the auditorium. 

● Then, someone will walk onto the stage and speak about today’s concert. 

● The conductor will then come on to stage and introduce the music. 

● Then the concertmaster will stand and the orchestra will tune and then the 

concert will begin. 

● The concert will be approximately 55-minutes in length. 

● After the concert ends, the conductor will come back on stage to answer 

questions. You may leave now if you like, or you may wish to stay and ask 

questions. 

● Two WSO staff will be in the audience with microphones to help you ask 

questions. Raise your hand if you have a question so they can see you! 

● After the Q&A concludes everyone will leave. 

 

  



Helpful Information 
● Lights in the auditorium will be kept up at reading-level, so that you will be 

able to see and read during the concert. 

● Only the main floor is open for seating at this concert. 

● You will be able to move around the auditorium and lobby during the 

concert. You may move to any open seat if you prefer to be farther back or 

closer to the front. 

● If you need a quieter space, you will still be able to hear the concert on the 

speakers in the lobby, and also see the stage on the lobby TV monitors. 

● A quiet space is also available on the 1st Balcony level. Ushers and 

volunteers can help you find this space. 

● The Winnipeg Symphony Orchestra will perform two different pieces of 

music today: 

o The first piece I will hear is Légendes Op. 76 by Jacques Hétu. This 

piece is 15-minutes long (medium length) and is split into three 

different movements (sections). I will hear clearly when each 

movement (section) ends. 

o The second piece I will hear is Symphony in D minor by Cesar Franck. 

This piece is 40-minutes long (long length) and is also split into three 

different movements (sections). I will hear clearly when each 

movement (section) ends. 

● The musicians are playing live and acoustic (not amplified); however, an 

orchestra can be loud. We will have a limited supply of sound-dampening 

headphones and ear-plugs onsite, but we recommend bringing your own if 

you can. 

 

The WSO would like to acknowledge Prelude Music, the CMU Music Therapy 

Program, all of our volunteers and the WSO Share the Music program for 

making today’s relaxed concert possible! 

  



Orchestra Layout 
 

This diagram shows the sections of the Winnipeg Symphony Orchestra as they 

are arranged on stage at the Centennial Concert Hall:  

 
 

 

Here is a photo of the orchestra on stage: 
 

 



Conductor 
The Conductor is the leader of the 

orchestra. The conductor will speak 

from stage to introduce the music. 

They will then use a baton to direct 

the musicians in their performance.  

 

Today’s concert will be conducted 

by guest conductor Matthias 

Bamert. Mr. Bamert lives in 

Switzerland.  

 

I can read more about Mr. Bamert 

here: 

https://wso.ca/blog/guestsartists/matthias-bamert/  

 

After the performance is finished, the conductor will come 

back out on to the stage for about 10-minutes to answer 

questions. Two WSO staff members will be in the audience 

with microphones. I can wave to them or hold my hand up 

high to show them that I would like to ask the conductor a 

question. I can ask a question about the orchestra, about the 

conductor, about conducting, about the music I heard, or 

about anything I would like to know.  

https://wso.ca/blog/guestsartists/matthias-bamert/


Musicians 
There are 67 full-time musicians in the Winnipeg Symphony 

Orchestra. Sometimes additional musicians also join the 

orchestra if the music calls for them. Here is the list of 

musicians in the WSO: 

  



Repertoire 
 

1. Légendes Op. 76 

Composer: Jacques Hétu (1938 –  2010) 

Composed: 2007 

Length: 15-minutes (medium length) 

Movements (Sections): There are 3 different 

movements (sections), each with a different 

name in French words (English translation 

provided in parenthesis). These sections are 

based on Quebec folk tales and provide the 

title of the story the music is creating. 

There will be a brief pause between 

movements. You can clap if you enjoyed the 

music, or you may choose to only clap at the 

end. This break between sections is a good 

time to take a deep breath or have a quick 

stretch. 

Big feelings: excitement, energy, tension/release, adventure 

Listen for: 

● Slow crescendos (music getting louder) and quick decrescendos (music 

getting softer) 

● Discordant harmonies (these are groups of notes that some people might 

say “sound bad”, composers use these harmonies to help tell stories and 

create different feelings) 

● Imagine the music is the score for a movie. What story is it telling? Who 

are the characters? 

1st Movement: Alexis le Trotteur (the name of a legendary runner from the early 

1900s. Some say he was faster than a horse!): 

▪ It starts with timpani and a big crescendo. 

▪ The music is exciting and energetic 

 

Jacques Hétu 



▪ Listen for the melodies in the woodwinds and then in the brass 

▪ The strings provide rhythmic texture 

▪ There is a big finish with a crescendo 

2nd Movement: Le Diablea au bal / The Devil at the Dance 

▪ It starts with solos for the oboe and other woodwinds, listen for the low 

bassoon solo 

▪ The music is sneaky, tense, playful 

▪ There is a waltz (a dance with 3 steps or beats) in the middle played by 

the winds and brass. This melody comes back. 

▪ Surprises! There is a sudden timpani solo and a few cymbal crashes in the 

later half of the movement. 

3rd Movement: La Chasse-Galerie / The Flying Canoe 

▪ A single harp note starts followed by tremolo (very fast repeated notes) 

on the violins 

▪ The music is loud, energetic, exciting, rhythmic 

▪ The melody moves between the oboes, bass strings, and brass at the 

beginning ending in a big crescendo 

▪ The cellos and basses have an important rhythmic melody that comes 

back in all the different instruments. 

▪ The violins create tension with lots of short crescendos and decrescendos 

▪ Listen for the fugue where parts start playing the same melody at 

different times like a round 

▪ Listen for the woodblock in the fiddle tune when the violins are playing; 

the woodblock makes a hollow knocking sound 

▪ There is a big cymbal crash at the end 

Background Information 

● Jacques Hétu (1938 – 2010) was born in Trois-Rivières, Quebec.  

● His music is characterized by repeated motives (short ideas), polytonality 

and percussive rhythms. Harmonic tension and various tempo changes 

create the drama in his compositions.  

● Legendes is inspired by 3 Québécois folk tales: 

▪ Alexis le Trotteur was a well-known runner in the early 1900s, who 

legends say raced his father’s boat from one port town to another 

(over 100 km!) and arrived at the dock before the boat. 



▪ Le Diablea au Bal may also be known as The Legend of Rosa Latulipe. 

It is a cautionary tale about dancing with strangers, who could turn 

out to be the Devil, during Mardi Gras. 

▪ Le Chasse-Galerie is a story about loggers who would like to return 

home to visit their wives. They make a deal with the devil, who 

makes their canoe fly. One version suggests they cannot swear while 

in the boat and must return to work by 6 am the next morning. 

 

2. Symphony in D Minor 
 

Composer: César Franck (1822 – 1890) 

Composed: 1888 

Length: 40-minutes (long length) 

Movements (sections): There are 3 different 

movements (sections), each with a different name 

in Italian words. The movement title describes its 

characters (English translation provided in 

parenthesis).  

There will be a brief pause between movements. 

You can clap if you enjoyed the music, or you may 

choose to only clap at the end. This break between 

sections is a good time to take a deep breath or 

have a quick stretch. 

Big Feelings: Grand, tense, bittersweet, victorious 

Listen for: 

● Melodies switching between different instruments 

● The English horn and the harp in movements 2 and 3 

● Quick changes in dynamics (louds and softs), timbre (types of sounds), 

tempos (fast and slow) 

 

 

 

César Franck 



1st Movement: Lento - Allegro ma non troppo - Allegro (Slow - quick but not too 

fast - quick), 20-minutes (Medium length) 

▪ It starts with the melody in the low strings and the melody moves 

between sections throughout the whole piece. 

▪ The music switches between mysterious, calm, exciting, surprising. 

▪ Surprises! Right after the very big crescendo, when the strings play 

quickly, there are some loud chords in the winds and brass, the timpani 

plays too! This happens a few times in the movement. 

▪ Listen for the echoing of melody between instrument sections. 

▪ A second melody is played in the violins and shared by the woodwinds. 

 

2nd Movement: Allegretto (fairly quick) 10-minutes (Short length) 

▪ It starts with harp and strings plucking the strings 

▪ Overall the music is reflective and quiet with a few loud spots. 

▪ The solo melody starts on the English horn and moves to the cellos, then 

to the French horns. 

▪ Notice how different the music sounds when the strings use long bows 

instead of plucking. 

▪ Listen for the quick violin melody and the English horn solo coming 

together at the end. 

 

3rd Movement: Allegro ma non troppo (quick but not too fast), 10-minutes (Short 

length) 

▪ It starts with fast strings and loud orchestra chords with the timpani 

again! 

▪ The melody is in the low strings, brass and then it moves to violins and is 

louder 

▪ The music is full, joyful, triumphant 

▪ The dynamics in this piece move between soft and loud very quickly 

▪ The English horn plays its solo from movement 2 and the melodies from 

movement 1 comes back as well 

▪ Listen for the harp near the end 

 

Background Information 

● César Franck (1822 – 1890) was born in what is now Belgium, but he 

lived most of his life in Paris, France. 



● He made his career as a performer, organist, teacher and composer. He 

was also a well-known improviser (someone who makes new music up on 

the spot!) 

● Franck’s music is often cyclical (like a circle) with ideas from the first 

movements of a larger work coming back in later movements. 

Modulations (changing the key) move the music from the starting key 

(group of notes) to completely different keys and back again. 

● Franck’s life was full of personal, professional and reputational conflict.  

● When it was first performed Symphony in D minor was poorly received by 

audiences, performers and critics. It was very different from other music 

at its time and did not follow the expected style of the day. The poor 

reviews of this music caused Franck to not write another symphony. 

Thank you for coming. We hope you enjoy the concert! 

 

 

 

 

 

The Winnipeg Symphony Orchestra would like to acknowledge the support 

of Prelude Music, Canadian Mennonite University, and our Share the Music program 

for their support of this endeavor. 

 

Thank you especially to Sarah Kroeker, BMT, MTA, for her significant 

contributions to this Concert Experience Guide. 

  

https://preludemusic.ca/
https://www.cmu.ca/academics.php?s=musictherapy
https://wso.ca/donate-now/share-the-music/


 

 

 

We would love to hear about your relaxed concert experience! 

 

Please e-mail info@wso.mb.ca or call us at 204.949.3950 or you can find us on 

Instagram and Twitter with handle @WpgSymphony or on Facebook at 

Facebook.com/WinnipegSymphony. 

 

 

 

mailto:info@wso.mb.ca
https://www.instagram.com/wpgsymphony/
https://twitter.com/WpgSymphony
https://www.facebook.com/WinnipegSymphony/

